World Premiere in Vienna: LOUD & PROUD - the first
metal festival for everyone who never felt seen

“Make Heavy Metal Gay Again!” - to paraphrase Judas Priest icon Rob Halford.

On November 21-22, 2025, LOUD & PROUD will premiere at FLUCC Vienna - a two-day festival breaking
new ground in the metal scene. At its core: bands with intentionally diverse lineups that go beyond the
all-male norm - acts that show just how powerful, unique, and multifaceted metal can be when freed

from stereotypical notions of masculinity.
A New Kind of Heavy: for those ready to see and hear something different

The festival is aimed at everyone who may not have felt fully welcome in metal - and equally at those

curious for fresh sounds, unconventional perspectives, and new communities.
Global Metal, Local Impact

This festival wasn't created to simply fill a gap - it exists to open up new spaces and claim visibility. The
line-up is international, unapologetically diverse, and fiercely authentic: from Norway to the USA to
Australia, featuring bands like Witch Club Satan (NO), Tower (USA), Divide and Dissolve (AUS), Scimitar
(DK), Wrath (NO), Riders of Rohan (SE), Cherokee (DE), Meatdripper (UK), The Divine Accolade (DE),
Lurch (AT), Pfarre (AT) and EAERES (AT). What unites them is their relentless pursuit of heaviness outside
the mainstream - loud, dark, political, and fiercely individual.

More Than Music: Community, Drag, and Dungeons & Dragons

What’s coming to life here is more than just a festival - it’s a place of encounter, escapism, and a
statement of attitude all at once. Alongside the concerts, you can look forward to captivating drag
performances, imaginative pen & paper adventures, a lovingly curated games area with retro video

games, and cozy spaces to talk, connect, and unwind.

Metal goes Pride - Loud and Visible

This year, we officially took part in the Vienna Rainbow Parade for the first timewith a tuk-tuk, sound
system, and plenty of DIY energy. As a self-organized, non-commercial alternative, we wanted to make a
statement: “Too queer for the metal scene, too metal for the queer scene” - and that’s exactly where

space is needed.
Who’s behind it?

The festival is organized by the Vienna-based collective Heavy Lezzers - Cult of Heavy Metal Lesbians and
Allies. Founded in 2017 out of a desire to create a true alternative between metal and queer club
culture, the event is deliberately non-commercial. Made possible through the City of Vienna’s funding
program SHIFT - Basis Kultur Wien and a whole lot of passion, it’s an open invitation to everyone who

craves an authentic, intense, and solidarity-driven metal experience.
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= Media Coverage

Here’s what’s already been written about Heavy Lezzers and LOUD & PROUD:

- Der Standard (AT), 14 June 2025
Buntes Treiben nach stillem Gedenken - Auf dem Tuktuk liber die Regenbogenparade

&
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derstandard.at - Panorama

- Kurier (AT), 3 June 2025
“Loud & Proud": Ein neues und etwas anderes Metal-Festival in Wien

L

kurier.at

- Sudtirol News (IT), 3 June 2025
¢ Wiener Metal-Festival fernab stereotyper Mdnnlichkeitsbilder

suedtirolnews.it

- 1000Things Magazine (AT), 3 June 2025
»Make Heavy Metal Gay Again“: Das Loud & Proud Festival feiert Weltpremiere in Wien
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1000things.at

- VIENNA.AT (AT), 3 June 2025
Loud & Proud: Diverses Metal-Festival in Wien angekiindigt
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vienna.at

- PULS 24 (AT), 3 June 2025
Wiener Metal-Festival fernab stereotyper Mdnnlichkeitsbilder

r
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puls24.at

- Deutschlandfunk (DE), 3 June 2025
¢ Loud & Proud: Neues Metalfestival in Wien stellt divers besetzte Bands in den Mittelpunkt

deutschlandfunk.de

Contact / Infos / Material

® FLUCC, Praterstern 5, 1020 Wien
%% 21.-22. November 2025
% www.heavylezzers.at

@ heavylezzers@gmail.com
i Press photos, Line-Up & Logo on request

@ Instagram: @heavylezzers



https://www.derstandard.at/story/3000000273731/buntes-treiben-nach-stillem-gedenken-auf-dem-tuktuk-ueber-die-regenbogenparade
https://kurier.at/kultur/loud-proud-ein-neues-und-etwas-anderes-metal-festival-in-wien/403046981
https://www.suedtirolnews.it/unterhaltung/leute/wiener-metal-festival-fernab-stereotyper-maennlichkeitsbilder
https://www.1000thingsmagazine.com/de/a/2128862/loud-and-proud-festival-flucc/
https://www.vienna.at/loud-proud-neues-diverses-metal-festival-in-wien-angekuendigt/9450311
https://www.puls24.at/news/entertainment/wiener-metal-festival-fernab-stereotyper-maennlichkeitsbilder/414334
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/loud-proud-lneues-metalfestival-in-wien-stellt-divers-besetzte-bands-fernab-stereotyper-maennlichkei-100.html
http://www.heavylezzers.at/
https://instagram.com/heavylezzers

